Wednesday 22 October 2008
Meeting Report from the FIA French-speaking Group
The Unions present were from  Cameroon, Canada, Ivory Coast, France, Morocco, Madagascar and Switzerland.

It was the first time the group had met since the Congress in Budapest. The fact that several of the member unions are not at present represented in other statutory bodies or groups in FIA, geographical distance and the lack of financial resources of the majority of the unions that make up the group, are the principle reasons for the difficulties the group has had in organising a meeting. 
A round table of introductions and the presentation of different circumstances of each member allowed the participants to get a better understanding of the situation in the various countries that make up the French speaking group. The terrible lack of theatres and cinemas in certain countries, despite an interested audience, was also highlighted within the framework of this exchange
Following the announcement by the French government that it will be discontinuing its financial support to the Festival « Les Francophonies en Limousin », the French-speaking group decided to submit an emergency motion to the FIA Congress to ask the French government to restore its support to the Festival, which is an important event that allows theatre productions from different countries to exist and to tour.
The discussion also touched on the issue of how to organise the group in such a way as to allow better communication between its members. It was a chance to examine how to better stay in touch with one another. Up to now, most of the contacts have tended to be on a bi-lateral basis.
Several ideas were suggested:
One was the creation of a database of all collective agreements and laws on the status of the artist and intellectual property rights. This suggestion was not felt to be feasible, as such a database already exists on the FIA website, although a few more sections could usefully be added to it. However, it is not very complete although it is a responsibility of the member unions to send documents for inclusion in it.
Another was the creation of a blog: this is a suggestion that could be quite easy to carry out, but the question is, how much would it actually be used?

Email exchanges using a shared distribution list were felt to be the best solution for present.
The group also discussed the follow-up of the Budapest Congress, in particular as regards the decisions taken concerning Southern countries. It was felt that there should be a special focus on this issue and that requests from the AFRO-FIA group should be followed up. The motions voted in 2004 should not be considered obsolete, even where various problems have prevented action on them up to now. 

It was also proposed that the group would seek financial support that would allow exchange visits to be organized (much like those organized in Europe with the new or acceding members of the European Union) with a view to helping unions from the South to develop their action. It would also allow for exchanges with a wider scope than simply the European French-speaking countries, particularly France, by opening out towards Canada for example, which could offer quite different views and experience. Although the laws in French-speaking African countries are often directly inspired by French legislation as a result of the colonial past, it is not necessarily for the best and other forms of union organizing and working should also be able to offer help and experience.
