Euro-FIA report to Congress. Marrakech. 24th. October 2008

Euro-FIA has been Very busy since last Congress. We have continued to meet twice a year. 

The main issues we have been dealing with are;
Social Dialogue, Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy, The Status of the Artist, Dancers Issues, Gender Equality and Mobility of the Artist, amongst others.

Social Dialogue

The two main areas within the social dialogue are; Audio visual and Live performance. In both area’s we are in partnership with FIM and Uni- MEI.

On live performance we have been developing enlargement projects, equal opportunities, with a focus on women and Health and safety.

On audiovisual we have been developing work on equality and in the area of training.

Extension of the term of protection.  Essentially, the proposal is to extend the term to 95 years and to put in place a number of transitional measures to ensure that it benefits performers.

Since the outset, FIA’s key position has been to object to the fact that within the current wording, this extension of the term of protection applies only to musicians. It excludes audiovisual and film performers from its scope. However, the Commission has expressed its openness to a widening of the scope in the course of the legislative process. This means that lobbying in the course of the first reading in Parliament will be of vital importance.

The report is expected to be tabled for adoption in the committee next January and at the plenary next April. It is clear that it is crucial therefore for FIA to adopt a strategy if it is to hope to influence this process. 

Aepo-Artis and Giart will also make the case for the inclusion of Audio-visual artists. EquityUK (together with BECS) has produced a strong paper (“After the Picture Show”), making the case for the inclusion of audio-visual performers which it has distributed widely. There is certainly scope for action in alliance around some of the issues.

Private copying levies.

As you may be aware, FIA attended a hearing organised by the Commission on private copying on the 27th of May 2008. At the end of that meeting, the Commission proposed the creation of a new a forum to establish a future roadmap for action in this area.  It was proposed that the two main interlocutors are the electronics industry and collecting societies. This dialogue forum would begin by tackling four main issues: 

· Clamping down on “Free Riders” that don’t pay the levies (ie: the “grey market”);

· Piracy

· Modalities of reimbursement where there is export and the payment of a second levy arising from it;

· Broad principles for calculation of levies, taking account of future technology development.

The forum would be supported and facilitated by the services of the European Commission. As for the composition of the forum, Tilman Lueder head of the Commission copyright unit, suggested that there would be 7 industry representatives and 7 of rights holders; the consumers would also have one place, making 15 in total. For the rights holders, there would be representatives as follows: Authors/Composers (2); Performers Audiovisual/Music (2); Producers Film/Music (2) and Publishers (1). Lueder made it clear that by “rights holders”, he meant the collecting societies collecting the rights for these different groups, as he felt it was vital that those directly working in this area, with technical expertise and experience, should be those around the table. FIM and FIA decided to mandate Aepo-Artis to represent them.

There is a six-month time frame, with three meetings planned on each theme. Two on parallel imports and the grey market have already taken place, though with no conclusive results. The six month process would culminate in a plenary in March 2009. A High Level group (possibly at CEO level) would then have the opportunity to assess progress and possibly, if agreements were reached, formulate recommendations (by consensus). 

Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy

The Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy was released by the European Commission in July 2008, with the stated intention of focusing “on the role of copyright in fostering dissemination of knowledge for research, science and education. The Green Paper is intended as the starting point for a structured debate on the long-term future of copyright policy in these fields. The aim is to examine how research, science and educational materials are disseminated online and whether knowledge is circulating freely. However, the paper covers not just scientific and educational material, but also all material “which has value in enhancing knowledge”. The Green Paper takes as its starting point the Directive on the harmonization of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in the information society, with a view to establishing which elements of the directive and its application, and more specifically the exhaustive list of exceptions which it established, may need to be adjusted to the online environment. It focuses in-depth on those exceptions that are relevant to the dissemination of knowledge.

Status of The Artist

Euro- FIA sees this also as one of the very important issues it is dealing with at the moment. There is a working group on this issue. We are working jointly with FIM.  This working group has been making us of the Unesco Convention on the Status of the Artist. It has taken 10 points from it and started to apply them in a very tangible way and it is the intention of the working group to have a Manifesto on the issue drawn up before the end of this year. This will be a very useful tool in future negotiations. The employment status of artists is an issue within this area. Indeed there are motions on this subject before Congress in the names of Hungary and ourselves, Ireland. It is also an issue in many other European countries including Slovenia and Slovakia. The other subject within this area that we are looking at is Mobility of artists, within the EU, beyond the EU and into the EU.

Dancers

There is a working group on this area also, dealing with such issues as, Career transitions for dancers and terms and conditions for dancers. This working group is also working towards putting together a general contract to cover all dancers across Europe with regard to minimum common terms and conditions.

With regard to the project on gender portrayal, I am going to give the floor to my colleague Rynagh O’Grady.

