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Motion in support of Australian performers’ labour rights

Having heard a report by the Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance concerning the Australian
Government’s proposed changes to industrial relations laws and in particular:

1. Reductions to minimum entitlements;

2. Lack of protection for workers to decide by majority decision to bargain collectively
with their employer; and

3. Lack of automatic protection from collective agreements for new employees of an
employer.

Whereas the International Federation of Actors (FIA) and its affiliate members have consistently
campaigned for protection and enhancement of rights enjoyed by performers and in particular
the right to bargain collectively to secure these rights.

This meeting of the Executive Committee of the FIA:

1. Notes with grave concern the proposed laws with particular reference to workers, such
as performers, whose working life is already characterised by instability, who are
regularly unemployed and who may experience many short periods of employment
and therefore many different contracts of employment in any one year;

2. Calls on the Australian Government to reconsider these proposed laws.

FIA represents performers’ unions in Argentina Australia Austria Belarus Belgium Bhutan Brazil Bulgaria Burkina Faso Cameroon Canada Chile
Colombia Congo (DR) Croatia Cuba Cyprus Czech Republic Denmark Ecuador Estonia Finland France Georgia Germany Ghana Greece Hong
Kong Hungary Iceland India Ireland Israel Italy Japan Kazakhstan Kenya Korea Kyrgyzstan Latvia Luxembourg Madagascar Mexico Moldova

Morocco Namibia Netherlands New Zealand Nigeria Norway Panama Pakistan Paraguay Peru Poland Portugal Romania Russia Slovakia Slovenia

South Africa Spain Sweden Switzerland Turkey Ukraine United Kingdom United States of America Uruguay Venezuela Zambia Zimbabwe



In the event the proposed laws are passed, this meeting of the Executive Committee of FIA
advises:

1. That FIA and its affiliate members will stand firm with the Media, Entertainment & Arts
Alliance and its members to ensure Australian performers remain protected by
collectively negotiated agreements;

2. That FIA and its affiliate members will provide all possible assistance to the Media,
Entertainment & Arts Alliance and its members against employers who seek to
undermine or reduce performer protections as a result of these laws, and in particular,
that FIA affiliates will advise - and where possible direct - their respective membership
not to work in Australia unless the production on which they are to work has signed a
collective agreement with the Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance covering all
performers on production.



