
 
 
 

FIA appeals for performers’ freedom of expression to be respected worldwide and denounces 
the shocking assassination of Greek rapper Pavlos Fyssas by a member of neo-Nazi party 

Golden Dawn 
 
 
The International Federation of Actors (FIA) joins its Greek member the Hellenic Actors’ Union and the 
worldwide artistic community in their mourning of Greek Rapper Pavlos Fyssas, also known as Killah P, 
after his brutal assassination on the night of September 17, 2013. Known for his antifascist opinions as 
well as for his songs inspired by solidarity, Pavlos Fyssas was an inspiration to many in a country facing 
an alarming rise of extremism in the political arena and the public debate. 
 
FIA strongly condemns this hideous crime and urges Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samaras to fulfill his 
Government’s commitment to “prevent the descendents of Nazism from poisoning (…) social life, 
perpetrating crimes, and terrorising and undermining the foundations of the country that gave birth to 
democracy” (Government Statement – Le Monde, 19/09/2013) 
 
In the wake of this tragic loss and in the spirit of the Resolution on artistic freedom adopted by its 
Congress in September 2012, FIA stresses the importance of securing the right to freedom of 
expression for performers in all countries. Artists often use their voice to express the social and political 
concerns of their fellow citizens and can thus become the primary target of censorship, prosecution and 
severe physical or mental harassment. FIA firmly believes that it is crucial to increase awareness about 
such occurrences in the media, among political bodies, human rights and free speech organizations as 
well as the general public. 
 
As part of FIA’s commitment to spread this message and generating political support around this 
important issue, it coordinated the contributions by FIA members to the report on artistic freedom by UN 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights Fareeda Shaheed. A conference co-organised by FIA on 
October 2nd 2013 at the European Parliament will see Ms Shaheed present her report and interact with 
artists and Members of the European Parliament. Please contact the FIA Secretariat for more 
information. 
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Resolution on Artistic Freedom from the 20th Congress of the International Federation of Actors, 

held in Toronto in September 2012 

 

RESOLUTION 21: ARTISTIC FREEDOM 

 
Given that: 
 
Across the world artists continue to face censorship, enforced exile, imprisonment, torture or even death.  
 
However, performers living under repressive regimes continue to create great art and fight for the right to work, 
despite suffering severe hardship. 
 
In the UK Equity’s International Committee for Artists Freedom coordinates campaigns in solidarity with artists 
facing persecution and oppression around the world, and provide first-line support to artists in immediate danger. 
Recent high profile campaigns have focussed on attacks on freedom of expression in Iran, Belarus, Syria, Turkey 
and Burma. FIA has been an invaluable source of support for this work. 
 
Notable successes include the release of Burmese comedian Zarganar from prison on 12th October 2011 
following intense campaigning led by performer’s unions and human rights organisations. FIA affiliates throughout 
the world distributed over 30,000 postcards, calling on the Burmese authorities to release Zarganar and he was 
awarded honorary life membership of Equity UK in May 2011. Equally, FIA contributed to the successful 
campaign in support of Iranian actress Marzieh Vafamehr, sentenced to one year in jail and severe physical 
punishment for her role in a feature film that was banned in her country. 
 
The 20th Congress of the International Federation of Actors resolves: 
 

• To thank the FIA Secretariat and affiliate unions for their efforts in support of the campaign to free Zarganar 
and their active response to similar initiatives in support of artistic freedom.  

 

• To reaffirm FIA’s commitment to campaigning to secure the right to freedom of expression for all performers, 
in all countries. 

 

• To encourage affiliates to establish their own national campaigns to promote and support freedom of 
expression campaigns. 

 

• To encourage FIA’s active participation in international networks such as ArtsFex committed to the protection 
and promotion of freedom of artistic and creative expression and the fight against any form of prosecution, 
censorship and physical or mental harassment against artists and performers - with the goal of increasing 
awareness about such occurrences in the media, among political bodies, human rights and free speech 
organisations as well as the general public.  

 

• To encourage FIA to develop reactive and effective tools to generate petitions in favour of censored or 
persecuted artists, taking advantage of the latest technological developments and a future uplift of its 
website. 

 


