







25june 2011

Dear FIA members,

These are dramatic times in the world of Dutch arts. The government is on the verge of deciding how to flesh out the huge, earlier established economies (200 million out of a budget of 900 million, including the addition of several extra cost-reduction measures). The final decision will determine how these cost savings will be spread across the various parts of the sector. These economies will have a negative impact on Dutch arts. Dutch theatre in particular will face cutbacks of between 30 and 40 percent. The government thinks that the sector should attract more funds from the market. The cabinet’s proposal will spare the large, prestigious institutions (only a 5 percent reduction applicable to the entire sector starting on 1 January 2012), while saving the most crushing blows for talent development and for small-to-medium-sized theatrical companies. There is therefore considerable concern about the future of new talent and experimental theatre. 

On top of this, municipalities and provinces will introduce major economies in the world of the arts, thereby increasing the total size of the cutbacks in this sector even more – all this over a period of one-and-a-half years. All experts agree that this period is far too short to find compensation in the market for these enormous cutbacks. 

The Dutch parliament will make decisions about these drastic measures coming Monday, 27th of june.

Here some of the drastic measures they’re planning:

· The Theatre Institute will disappear. That is the institute that looks after and makes accessible the history of Dutch theatre. It administrates a library with all existing works, organises exhibitions across the theatrical sector, establishes international contacts for the theatrical sector – etc. etc. etc. In short, it is a fundamental foundation that supports the Dutch theatrical sector.

· 14 of the 15 festivals will disappear. They are very important for exchanging our art and ideas, also on international level. 
· All 21 production houses will vanish. These are the places where recent graduates can develop into fully-fledged theatrical producers and, with these production houses, perform in small and medium-sized theatres.

· The Artists’ Income Regulation Law (Wwik) will be discontinued. This is an extremely effective benefit for artists, which enables over two-thirds of those who make use of it to establish a profitable professional practice within two years.

· Not to mention the many, many other dramatic choices that have been made….

A couple of artists and art-lovers started a great initiative, called ‘March of civilisation’  We, FNV-kiem, and a lot of other organisations joined this initiative. On monday the parlaiment will decide on these extreme measures. It’s a march for wealthcare, education, environment and art, fundamental necessity’s for a healthy society. On sunday there will be a sit in in the Boymans museum and on Sunday night, the ‘march of civilisation’ will take place, in which a long procession of protestors will walk from the Boijmans Museum in Rotterdam to The Hague, where they will demonstrate outside the Dutch Parliament. We want te spread this ‘march’ al over the world. I hope you want to walk with us in every way you can think of..

We want to ask the FIA (Worldwide) and all its members to pay attention to this protest, to help and support us by publicly protesting these drastic measures, which will be introduced in the short term, making it impossible to look for and find alternative ways of rescuing important parts of the sector! It’s not alone about us and our country, it’s about us all. In the mail you find the actions you can undertake.

Kind regards,

Jurre Schreuder 

(Chairman of the theatre section of FNV-Kiem)

jurreschreuder@hetnet.nl 

+31(0)624880218
